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Our Mission is to proclaim the grace of Jesus Christ to all.

From a Vision to a New Creation

This Sunday, October 03, marked the ending of our contemporary service “Visions”. It is
an appropriate time to step back and give thanks to all who made this service a reality at
St. Johns.

About seven years ago, James and Valerie Taylor had a vision that St. John’s should
have a contemporary service. They felt, after years of working with youth, that many
youth and others would feel more comfortable in a contemporary setting with contempo-
rary music that moved them to feel closer to the Lord. Unfortunately, James died before
he could ever see the Visions Service come to full fruition. But Valerie never gave up
and continued pursuing their dream.

After over a year of planning, the services began. The service, over the years, changed
many times: from different locations, different time slots, different musicians, different
pastors and different music directors. Valerie worked tirelessly to build St. John’s lay
speaker program to be sure we had a person to give the message each week. The one
constant was Valerie, working to fulfill a vision. Even when Valerie remarried to Randy
Duncan, her new husband jumped right in to help continue the vision.

To be sure, it took many people to make Visions a reality: musicians, technical people,
lay speakers, and pastors to serve communion. But more importantly, God had His hand
on all these people throughout this time. God led this service, and these people, to
develop a worship experience that would appeal to other folks, to speak to their hearts
in a different way, to help spread His word. We thank God and all these people who
have come forward to make Visions a reality.

Now Visions is changing again to become a New Creation. Actually, there will be two
contemporary services:

+ New Creation at 6:30pm on Sunday evenings.
The message will be given by Ron and the music will be lead by
Joe and Barbara McGrath.

¢+ Metamorpho0 at 11:00am on Sunday mornings.
The message will be given by Chris Reyes, our youth director
and the music will be lead by our youth musicians.

So the vision continues

As God continues to lead St. John’s to spread the word to the world, what was once a
vision for a contemporary service has now grown to become two services. We give
thanks for the two people who started with a vision and all those who helped make
this vision a reality.
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Contemporary Worship
Opportunities Grow this October
@ St. John’s UMC
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Sunday Praise offerings will include:

Metam orph R A

11:00 a.m. | Family Life Center
Praise & Worship with a youth and
young adult focus

New Creation

6:30 p.m. | Family Life Center
Praise & Worship for all ages

The theme for both services is
transformation , with this foundation in

scripture:

So if anyone is in Christ, there
anew creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has

become new!
2 Corinthians 5:1]

St. John’s Players Advent Monologs

Each Sunday in Advent, during the traditional
services, and on Christmas Eve, during the 7 and
10PM services, a monolog will be presented to enrich
our experience of Advent and Christmas.

On the first Sunday of Advent, Nov. 28 we will hear from
Isaiah who is praying in the temple. The second Sunday,
Dec, &' Caleb the innkeeper will tell us why he put the
young couple in his stable, and how his wife Hannah as-
sisted with the birth of Jesus. On Dec. 1?2 the third Sunday
in Lent, a thoughtful shepherd explains how the angels
came to the shepherds as they watched their flocks. On the
fourth Sunday, Dec.19th Beauregard the Angel will instruct
us in “Angelogy 101”. On Christmas Eve, we will hear Mary
as she ponders the birth of her baby, Jesus.

If you are interested in presenting a memorized monolog (4
men, 1 woman)please come to the Purple Room in the Ed.
Wing at 7:15 on Oct. 18'. Scripts will be available in the
church office or | can email one to you. Rehearsals will be
individually scheduled with me. If you cannot be there on
the 13" and are interested, please contact

Roz Fisher at 8649018 orrozandbob2@suddenlink.net.

There will be a
gathering of those
interested 1n a class

on
Disciple |
on Wednesday,
October 6,

at 6:30 P.M. in the Seeker’s Classroom, Ed 103.

IS

St. John’s Newsletter

A\~

Beginning Next Wednesday |
The Newsletter Will Be
Posted On

St. John’s Web Site At

NOON

On Wednesdays
(Hopefully)
(—This gives us time to get all
current information in and
transferredto the newsletter—)
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Friday morning on a Kairos weekend is always a special time. All 42 participants and the team members have introduced
themselves on Thursday evening. But, on Friday morning you get to meet the men who will be at your table for the next three
days. You could tell there was something a bit different about Ray right from the start. He was an obvious leader and very
articulate. Ray appeared to be in his mid-40’s, and like many inmates, seemed very fit, but there was something...

He was very active in the discussions after each talk, but it was also clear he was holding something back. He did-
n’t need to. There are very few secrets in prison, and before the first talk began we were warned that Ray was the Imam, the
leader, of the Muslim community at Bartlett. Once Ray understood that we weren’t going to treat him any differently, he re-
laxed. When the prayer chain was brought in, Ray was one of the few that wasn’t speechless at the visual proof that so many
people were praying for the weekend. “Why are they doing this? Our people don’t do things like this. The Prophet says we
have to give to the 3%... but we don’t do things like this.”

Ray took part in everything, but we were pretty sure that he’d come for the food. Ray LOVED the food, but unlike
most inmates, he very pointedly didn’t take any of the placemats, drawn by children.

That changed at lunch on Saturday. A placemat drawn by a young boy spoke to Ray, and he made a point of asking
if it was okay for him to keep it. Several times he remarked about how hard it was to understand how a young child could be
moved to draw so many placemats for inmates. The child, I’ll call him Jonny R, age 7, had made at least seven or eight. All of
them were different and all portrayed the basic concept of God’s love and God’s forgiveness.

After lunch, it was hard to keep Ray on task. He wanted to talk about Jonny R and what had caused a child do
something like that. During the next break, he began checking the names on the prayer links. “I thought maybe it was a trick,
but they all have different names and handwriting. There really are that many people praying for us. This is really powerful.
I’ve never seen anything like this.”

Later, on Saturday afternoon the handwritten letters are given out. Each inmate will receive up to a hundred letters.
Each team member has written each participant. Inmates who have been through the program also write letters, as do people
not on the weekend. The letters are a very powerful example of Christ’s love. In a maximum-security prison, many prisoners
go years without receiving a personal letter. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard “T haven’t gotten this many letters the
whole time I’ve been locked up.”

The only team members in the room when the letters are opened are the weekend leader and the head clergy. The
rest of the team gather outside the room and softly sing old gospel favorites. That is so the participants won’t be embarrassed
by having us see the tears as they read the letters. The letters written by children are always the most powerful... even if they
are short.

When we came back into the room, Ray immediately confronted Rev. John Aymond. Frankly, most people would
have been intimidated by Ray. In fact, I’'m pretty sure that Ray picked Rev Aymond because he is not a tall man. Ray didn’t
know that Rev. Aymond retired as a Marine colonel before he decided to go to seminary.

“Is this a set up? Are you trying to play games with me, with these letters?” In his best Marine officer voice, Rev
Aymond replied, “I’m too old to play games!”

A stunned Ray turned to his table and said. “You know I was touched by this placemat,” holding Jonny R’s artwork
in one hand. In his other, he waved a letter clearly written by a young child, “So how is it that the first letter I opened is from
Jonny R. saying no matter who I am or what I’ve done, Jesus loves me?”

Ray was pretty quiet, for Ray, all day Sunday. But at closing, when outsiders are allowed in to hear about the week-
end, Ray told the story of the placemat and Jonny R and declared, “This is God’s hand at work. I can’t deny Jesus any longer;
I am one of you now.”

Ray was transferred the next day to a different facility for his own protection. Two weeks latter he died from a
ruptured aneurysm.

I am reminded of the passage in Luke 16:12-20. When we know that God is calling us, we need to act...

Wesley Value Mea)

October 6, 2010
MENU

Beef Tips«Rice
Carrots

Regular Iltems:
Baked Potato
Salad Bar
Hot Dogs

Wednesdays
5:15 PM.

Presented By
The Saints Softball Tear

—

has given us.

folks do not carry check books but conduct financial
have opened up easy options for those who wish to contribute via the computer.

We are joyous when members participate regularly in the Tithes and Offerings at Sunday Worship servces. We encourage the
giving during the passing of the offering plate. It symbolizes and demonstrates the gifts we give b God because of the grace
If you are accustomed to placing your gifts in the offering plate during worship,we encourage you to continue
We believe it is the heart of the giver, not the method of giving that makes our financial offerings a true act of worship. There are
times when folks travel over several weeks or folks who are hospitalized and are unable to get to clrch. Also, more and more
business online. So, with the modern convenience of the internet, we

= The first option is the on-line giving at www.stjohnsumcgiving.com .

town.

information.

Finance Secretary for further information.

This site is secured with TransAction Central which adheres to the security and privacy
of merchant card transactions and was recommended by First Texas Bank of George-

= Another option would be to donate your gift with our bank card -swipe machine
located in the Finance Office. Please contact the Finance Secretary for further

= The third option would be to grant authorization for St. John’s to withdraw from
your bank account, a regular giving amount, either monthly or semi-monthly by way of
electronic transfer. The dates would be the * and 15" of the month. Please contact the




Adult Ministries s

v Food
W j| Pantry ) :
| eed: St. John's Family
s You Are Invited To A
Reception Honoring
Our
Food Pantry Wayne Ewen
Inventor
. i’ Sunday, October 17, 2010
Is very low.
Our Pantry 12:15
Funds are very Family Life Center
low.
Please gons/der We are requesting;
mgk/ng a Letters of Appreciation (written to Wayne) or
donation to the Cards of Retirement Congratulation or
Food Pantry Personal Good- Byes
Fund Please get these correspondences to the Office by Friday, October 15th.
to help us There will be a basket at the Reception for these items.
stock our
pantry. :
Please know Be looking for our 2010 Harvest Fest Newsletter next week.
that you and It will be posted following next week’s regular Newsletter.
your gifts are Below is a taste of what you will get next week.
deeply
appreciated.

* ok ok Kk Kk A K

In Case
of a
Pastoral
Emergency
Please Call
Rev.
Ron Bellomy
At
2544937069
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Thanks for the Loaner!

The Children’s Workshop would like to thank Nancy Bacchus and Bill & Midge Krieg for the loan of hot
water bottles and ice packs. We are very excited about the Stewardship moment on October 31.

The Children’s Workshop Gets Off To A GREAT Start!

We have so many participants we have actually been able to double cast the opportunity. We had Abby,
Marilee, Avery, Jasmin, Thomas, Katie, Houston, Maeve, Mary Jesse and Devin at our first meeting! The adult
leaders, Ms. Della, Ms. Jessica and Mrs. Elizabeth were thrilled to see so much talent and enthusiasm gathered in

one room.

We read through the skit we will be sharing on October 31, practiced speaking at different volumes and
talked about the intention of the skit.

Parents, please watch your emails. We will be sending you a copy of the skit by email, and letting you
know what part your child will be playing. Once you receive the script, please have your child run their lines
with you twice each day. We want the performers to speak at a number 6 (Louder than a regular speaking voice,
but not shouting).

Parents, please remember your child (Kindergarten through 6th grade) can be picked up in the Ed Wing
Blue Room after the 11:00 services end on Sunday, if your child is participating in the Children’s Workshop.
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5 The Pumpkin Fest is X
% FAST Approaching! S
‘7 (Are You Ready?) ,_,,

o8 On October 30, from 35 p.m., the backyard at the EDGE is the place to bei3
22 We will have games, food, candy, prizes, fun, a costume party and frien 01.:'7
2 from the neighborhood. If you are going to come to the Pumpkin Fest thig€g
X2 year, | want you to start planning right now to invite two families to join &

33 you for the fun and festivities. =S
ax Remember, The Pumpkin Fest is a great way to help people feel welcong
X and a part of the family of St. John’s. RS
2 Here’s what you need to remember: r.?:
R October 30 o
é, 3-5 p.m. f-;’
3 The EDGE yard o8

cga Free fun, games, food, prizes, photos and costume contest for everyon Z

247

v{\
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For more information about Children & Family Ministry Programs, contact Mrs. Elizajudthdoyrexeiabaiesh @yahoo @o

¢

cell phone at 58840 or at her office (5125888, ext. 33.




Youth Ministries
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United Methodist Y outh
Fellowship
Sunday Evenings
5:30—7:30 p.m. News from the EDGE
The EDGE

ST.JOHN'S UMC
YOUTH LEADERSHIP
TEAM
Chris Reyes

Youth Ministries Director

Linda Gusnowski
Jacob Bingham

We’'re on the web!
http://www.stjohnsumc.cc

Staff email addresses:

Ron Bellomy
ron@stjohnsumc.cc

Gaston Ntambo,
Missionary in the Conge—
gastontambo@yahoo.com

Elizabeth Miller Edmiston—
stjohnsumcelizabeth
@yahoo.com

Wayne Ewen—
wayne@stjohnsumc.cc

Justin Langford—
justin@stjohnsume.cc

Chris Reyes—
chris@stjohnsumec.cc

Joe McGrath—
joe@stjohnsumc.cc

Joan Foster—
jafoster@austin.rr.com

Rosie Hearn—
rosie@stjohnsume.cc

Cheryl Thomas—
reception@stjohnsumec.cc

Christine Studebaker—
christine@stjohnsumec.cc

Jake Edmiston—
stjohnsumcelizabeth
@yahoo.com

Roy Jones—
jonescath140@aol.com

‘H DUH HIFLWHG WR DQQRXQFH WKH QHZ <RXWK <
ginning this Sunday October 18 (10/10/10)! Chris will be leading the service and pro-
viding the messages with a band comprised of Youth and Young Adults leading the wor-
ship. This service is not only for Youth and Young Adults, however. We welcome all
who wish to attend, with the focus on the Youth and Young Adult age group. If you are
interested in helping with this new service, get in touch with Chris and he’ll plug you in!
We are especially looking for greeters/ushers.

On Sunday Chris began speaking on Judges 1&Ve looked at Samson’s capture and
how Delilah tricked him into giving up his secret. Chris put forth the idea that God had
maybe blinded Samson to what Delilah was doing for two main reasons. First, at the be-
ginning of the chapter we’re told of Samson committing adultery, and second, so that he
could accomplish what he does at the end of the chapter (check back next week). We will
finish with Samson this coming Sunday and then move on to a series on end-times related
topics.

The Youth are having a fun night on Sunday, October 22 We will meet at the
EDGE at 4:30pm and head out for the Davis’ property for a hayride, weenie roast, fire
ring, and feeding cows. Bring a sports ball, a blanket to sit on/curl up under, a folding
chair or two, and some bug spray. We will be back by 9pm. RSVP on the Facebook
event or by e-mailing Chris at chris@stjohnsumec.cc.

If you are a Youth reading this, get in touch with Chris! He wants to know what ex-
tra-curricular activities you are involved in so he can come out and support you. Whether
you play football, are in the band, theater, or even the chess team, Chris wants to come
out and see you doing what you enjoy doing! He has been to a few games already and
looks forward to a busy season of cheering you all on!

Do you feel called to minister to Youth?The Youth Group has seen an explosion of
growth and doubled in size! We’re looking for some people called to minister to the
Youth to help us out. It doesn’t matter if you're 21 or 101, if you feel God tugging at
your heart, speak with Chris and we would be happy to involve you in our ministry! No
amount of involvement is too little. He can be reached at chris@stjohnsumc.cc or (512)
863-5886.

That’s all from the EDGE this week. Stay tuned!

RXQJ $GXO



w1 Worship, and Prayer. Concerns

October 5, 2010

Activities for October 7 through October 16

Liturgists & Ushers

This Week in Worship...

Thursday, October 7

800 am  Newcomers & Friends—FLC
9:00 am  Weight Watchers—FH
10:00 am  Strong Bones—FH 102
3:00 pm  Glory Gals Reunion—HH
5:30 pm  Weight Watchers—FH
6:30 pm  Praise Choir.—Sanctuar%
7:00 pm Thursda]): Bible Fellowship—HH
7:30 pm  A2J—FLC

Fridav,%ctober 8

9:30 am
10:00 am
3:30 pm
7:00 pm

Friday Bible Fellowship—HH
Fisherman—Libra

Youth Band Practice—FLC
Church Wide Game Night—FLC

Saturdgv, October 9

10:00 am

Youth Band Practice—FLC

Sunday, October 10

9:45 am
11:00 am

4:30 pm
6:30 pm

8:30, 9:45 & 11:00

Traditional Worship—Sanctuary
Sunday School—ED, FH, FLC, HH
OHWDPRUSKRA

Praise & Worship—FLC
UMYF—EDGE

New Creation

Praise & Worship—FLC

Monday, October 11

1:00 pm

Quilters—FH/FH 103

7:00 pm  Reunion—HH
Tuesday, October 12

10:00 am  Strong Bones—FH 102
6:00 pm  Girl Scouts—FLC
6:00 pm  Journeymen—Library
7:00 pm Lions’ Club—FLC
7:00 pm  Missions Committee—Library

Wednesday, October 13

315 pm  Wesley Value Meal—FL.C
6:00 pm  Cherub Choir—ED Purple
6:00 pm  Confirmation—ED Blue
6:00 pm Intro to Bible—FL 204
6:15pm  Wesley Singers/Rainbow Chorus—
Ed Yellow
6:15pm Legacies Sisters—Librar
6:15pm  St. John’s Ringers—FH 102
6:30 pm  Jr/Sr High Fellowship—EDGE
6:45pm Men’s hoir—Sanctuarg
7:15pm  St. John’s Players—Ed Purple
7:30 pm  Chancel Choir—Sanctuary
7:30 pm _ Praise Ringers—FH 102
Thursday, October 14

9:00 am  Weight Watchers—FH

10:00 am  Strong Bones—FH 102

12:00 pm  Adult Game Day—HH
3:00 pm  Glory Gals Reunion—HH
5:00 pm WHEAT—FLC
5:30 pm  Weight Watchers—FH
6:30 pm + Praise Choir—Sanctuar{l
7:00 pm  Thursday Bible Fellowship—HH
7:00 A2]—FLC

October 10, 2010

Worship Services
Traditional Worship
8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 A.M.
Sanctuary
Jesus Unchained
Scripture
2 Timothy 2:813
Message by
Rev. Ron Bellomy

Contemporary Worships
OHWDPRUSKEHE
11:00 A.M.
Family Life Center
Living New
Scripture
2 Corinthians 5:17
Message by
Chris Reyes

New Creation
6:30 P.M.
Family Life Center
Message by
Ron Bellomy
Scripture
2 Corinthians 5:1621

The Nursery
Has been relocated in

the
Ed Wing
Orange Room

:00 pm
Fridav,%ctober 15
8:00am WHEAT—FLC/FH/ED
9:30 am  Friday Bible Fellowship—HH
10:00 am  Fisherman—Library
12:00 pm _ Set-Up-Private Event—FLC/
Saturday, October 16

8:00am FCFF—HH

8:00 am  Set-Up Private Event—HH
10:00 am Private Event—HH
10:00 am  Youth Band Practice—FLC

Please Note—
2 Communion Napkins
need to be returned,
2 have disappeared over
the past five months. If
you took one home to
wash—please return it —
or tell us where you put
them —please help us
find them!

October 10, 2010

Liturgists:
(8:30) Barbara Goodwin

(9:45) Nikki Underwood
(11:00) Karen Doughty

Ushers:

(8:30) Clark & Nancy Bottlinger
(9:45) Roy & Pat Helms

(11:00) John Hale & John Tanner

October 17, 2010

Liturgists:

(8:30) Virginia Guild
(9:45) Mike Mefford
(11:00) Donna McCain

Ushers:

(8:30) Gene & Tina Lawhon
(9:45) Ralph & Ruth Croteau
(11:00) Jason & Donna McCain

\\\\
g}; Prayer Concerns

Jim Angel
Bill Ayres
Reb Bacchus
Jeanie Cook
Randy Dickey
Sarah Doerfler
Judy Jamison
Jean Jessup
Ann Jones
Pastor Larry Keller
Rich Kiper
Michelle Krieg
Delvin Knodel
Tim Magness
Phyllis Marrs
Ryan & Ginger Martinez
Lauren Matera
Curt Rutledge
Dorothy Schmidt
Gaye Lynn Snapp
Mary Tapper
Rusdy Shannon
Kris Van Sickle
Phil Walden
Charlie Walters

our
in prayer
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Offering the grace of
Jesus Christ to all.

Charge Conference

Is scheduled for
November 21, 2010.

AdMin Council
&

Local Charge Conference
Is scheduled for

Monday, October 25th

All reports are due in the Office by
October 18, 2010

needed for District Reports. Please assign someo

Of

By

of

?By

Week of
October 4, 2010
In Memory

Lois Jean Forswall

Neil & Laura DeDear
Esther Harper
Carl & Linda Kilpatrick
Jess &Karen Purdy
Jerry & LaVerne Martin
Herbert & Carol Hake

In Memory

Louise Tate

Jerry & LaVerne Martin

to be responsible for your group to let the office
know what organization met and how many at-

tended. Your help will be greatly appreciated.
rosie@stjohnsumc.cc

A COUNT of heads for all gatherings at St. John’s it

e

Worship
Attendance

MORNING WORSHIP
October 3, 2010

8:30am 9:45am 11:00am VISION

68 40 101 43
SUNDAY MORNING
WORSHIP TOTAL = 252
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE =156




