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Our Mission is to proclaim the grace of Jesus Christ to all. 

 Church Wide Birthday Celebration 
Saturday, January 15, 2011 

6:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s will celebrate every member’s birthday 
with a               potluck supper in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 

P.M. on             Saturday, January 15.                                                                        
Supper will be followed with birthday cake and bingo. 

Attendees will sit at tables decorated for the season in which 
their birthday occurs.                                                                      

Come join us and celebrate your birthday regardless of the 
date on which you were born. 

 
 

 
The Bergquist Carlson Circle will meet 
January 18, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in the                
Fellowship Hall. The program is a                      

Call to Prayer and Self-Denial:       Give a Gift of Love. 
 
 
United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is: 
    To know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
 Christ 
     To develop a creative supportive fellowship and 
     To expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of  
 the church. 
We invite you to come and explore United Methodist Women. 
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 Please do not adjust the 
Thermostats in the 
Church Buildings. 

If there is a temperature 
problem, please contact a 

Staff Member. 
The constant adjusting 

of our thermostats is 
causing a service problem 
plus a financial burden on 

the Church. 
Please Do Not Touch 

The Thermostats! 

Where is God in all this insanity? 
 
Sometimes I feel like Ted, a tortured character in 
a Harlan Ellison satire, “I have no mouth and I 
must scream.” The anger and frustration, brought 
on by nightmarish events like the recent one in 
Tucson, well up inside me; yet, I don’t seem to 
have an adequate way to respond.  In times like 
these, I often feel compelled to write as a personal 
release. Although I have nothing new to say about 
the recent events in Arizona, I pray my therapeutic 
ramblings offer at least a moment of relief for you, 
too.  By the way, I promise not to scream…   

 
Once again a senseless act of violence has 
rocked our nation.                                                
Once again, an apparent madman has played 
the part of the villain in an all too real melo-
drama.                                                      Once 
again, a peaceful gathering of citizens has be-
come a scene of horrific chaos.                                                            
Once again, we are left with questions about 
God and humanity. 
 
Over the years, I have lost count of the times that 
similar events have occurred in my lifetime. The 
first one that I remember is the assassination of 
President Kennedy, the latest the recent event in 
Tucson. In between, there are countless scenes of 
terror, assassinations and mindless brutality. Are 
events like these episodic indictments of human-
ity? Where is God in all this insanity? 
 
One of my professors once remarked that humans 
are capable of both unimaginable beauty and un-
speakable horror. The biblical witness and my 
experience of the world confirm this strange di-
chotomy. In other words, people are a mixed bag 
of behaviors that can be categorized as good and 
evil. The secular disciplines that I studied in col-
lege explain human behavior in terms of social 
structures, mental processes or both. 
 
Our theology (literally: God study/talk) gives us 
another way to try to understand ourselves. As 
humans, we are created in the divine image of God 
(Genesis 1:26-31) which makes us capable of 
unimaginable beauty. However, we still bear the 
spiritual scars and brokenness of “The 
Fall” (Genesis 3) which periodically manifests in 
humanity’s acts of unspeakable horror. 

For me, it is even more difficult when my atten-
tion turns to God. This is a classic example of the 
dilemma scholars refer to as theodicy. Namely, 
how do we reconcile our understanding of a God 
who is good, just and powerful with the existence 
of evil in the world? I will not waste your time by 
questioning God’s character or motivations like 
the opinionated child that I am. Instead, I want to 
offer a few simple words of hope. 
 
 
The story of Adam and Eve’s fall from grace of-
fers assurance that God will never abandon us. 
Furthermore, we are warned that living in the bro-
ken shards of creation will be hard and conflicted. 
God even aids our survival by helping to meet our 
physical needs (Genesis 3:8-21).  
 
The Scriptures go on to speak about God address-
ing our spiritual and psychological needs during 
times of distress. The Bible offers examples of 
healthy ways for us to vent our anger, fear and 
frustration. The Psalms contain prayers of anger 
called imprecations (Psalm 55:15; Psalm 58:6; 
Psalm 69:28; Psalm 109:9; Psalm 137:9) and 
prayers of sadness and pain called laments (see 
Psalms 3, 4, 5, 7, 13, 14, 17, 22). Additionally, the 
Book of Lamentations is a collection of “songs of 
wailing” to give our sadness to God. 
 
The scriptural witness reassures us when we cry 
out, “Where is God in all this insanity?” God in 
Christ through the Holy Spirit is Immanuel, “God 
with us.” Many times in the New Testament, Jesus 
promises to be with us (Matthew 18:20; Mat-
thew 28:18-20; John 14:15-18; John 16:7). More 
than being ever-present, Jesus is a suffering Mes-
siah as evidenced in the Cross. 
 
In this bloody and chaotic world, I remember: 
 

Even Jesus weeps, at the tomb of                 
 Lazarus; 

Even Jesus cries, for Jerusalem; 
He cries tears of blood in the night, 
And He cries with you and me 
He cries with you and me; 
      cries with you and me… 

                     Pastor Ron 

The All Adult Valentine Banquet is scheduled for Friday, February 18. The banquet is 
going to be a little different this year. On February 18, all adults are invited to be our special guests 
at a dinner prepared by the Fraser Catering crew. Our entertainment will involve people of all 
ages.  
If you would like to volunteer to help decorate, serve or prep for the meal, please contact Robert 
Fears at robertfears@earthlink.net or Elizabeth Edmiston at stjohnsumcelizabeth@yahoo.com or 
call 563-8840.  

We are  scheduling     
Sundays for your                                         

Memorial or 
Honoree Flowers! 

If you are interested  in 
putting flowers in the 

Sanctuary for one         
Sunday Morning during 

the 2011 Year,                                           
Please call the office at 
863-5886 to schedule 

your Sunday. 

There will no longer be 
monthly newsletter  
mailings. If you do not 
have access to the          
Internet, you must call 
863-5886 to request a 
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Wesley Value Meal 
January 12, 2011 

 
MENU 

Smoked Sausage 
Ranch Style Beans 

Potato Salad 
 

Regular Items: 
Baked Potato 

Salad Bar 
Hot Dogs 

 
Wednesdays 

5:15 P.M. 
Presented By 

Senior High S S Class 

 WARM BLANKETS AND CLOTHES FOR THE HOMELESS 
There will be a bin in the Narthex of the church for the next two Sundays, Jan. 16 
and 23.  Please bring any warm clothes, coats, shoes, socks or blankets that you 
have.  The Senior High Class will be distributing these items on Sunday,                             
Jan. 30.  Thank you in advance for your thoughtfulness and the outpouring of love 
you have shown to this missionary work! 

The Message Below is from Our District Office—Asking for your prayers. 
 
1st Lt. Lewis Larkin O’Hern, III, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Larkin O’Hern. He is      
married to Rachel and is a 2004 Belton High School graduate. He was seriously 
wounded in an IED explosion last Thursday while on patrol in Kandahar, Afghanistan. 
O’Hern has been serving as an infantry platoon leader in the province since the      
summer.  
The O’Herns have been strong leaders at Foundation. Please continue to pray for all 
involved. 
Thank you so much for your continued prayers for Larkin, Rachel, and the O’Herns. 
Rachel, Cindy, and Larkin were flown by the Army to Germany where Larkin, III now 
is. He continues to be stable but critical. Please pray for Larkin’s continued healing as 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  

Praise & Worship   

Offerings  

Metamorphoō 
11:00 a.m.  
Family Life Center 
Praise & Worship with a youth 
and young adult focus 

& 
New Creation 

6:30 p.m.   
Family Life Center 

Praise & Worship for all ages 

 

Sunday, January 16, will be Hope Sunday.  That is the day that you 
will have the opportunity to sponsor a child through World Vision.  Child        
sponsorship involves children who are living in countries adversely affected by 
poverty.  Sponsorship helps to provide resources like clean water, nutritious 
food, basic health care, educational opportunities and economic development 
assistance – plus critical resources such as compassionate, trained volunteers to 
help children whose parents are sick or dying; age-appropriate HIV-prevention 
education based on biblical values; and practical life-skills training.   
 
For just $35 a month, you will be helping a child up until the age of 18.  The 
World Vision teams plan and work alongside local community leaders to find 
solutions that will change the future for their children.  In this way, the           
community takes ownership and becomes self-sufficient. 
 
There will be an announcement during church about the World Vision                  
opportunity and a table will be set up in order for you to look at the pamphlets 
for children in various countries.  Please consider this and pray about it.  You can 
change the life of another person for approximately $1 a day. 
 
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:  to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by 
the world.”  James 1:27 



United Methodist Youth  
 

Fellowship 
Sunday Evenings 

          The EDGE 
 

Staff email                      
addresses: 
 
Ron Bellomy 
ron@stjohnsumc.cc 
 
Elizabeth M. Edmiston—  
stjohnsumcelizabeth 
@yahoo.com 
 
Chris Reyes— 
chris@stjohnsumc.cc 
 
Justin Langford— 
justin@stjohnsumc.cc 
 
Joe McGrath— 
joe@stjohnsumc.cc 
 
Christine Studebaker— 
christine@stjohnsumc.cc 
 
Rosie Hearn— 
rosie@stjohnsumc.cc 
 
Cheryl Thomas— 
reception@stjohnsumc.cc 
 
Jake Edmiston— 
stjohnsumcelizabeth 
@yahoo.com 
 
Roy Jones— 
jonescath140@aol.com 
 
Gaston Ntambo, 
Missionary in the 
Congo— 
gastontambo@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 

We’re on the web! 
http://

Youth Ministries 

ST.JOHN’S UMC 
YOUTH           

LEADERSHIP 
TEAM 

Chris Reyes 
Youth Ministries Director 
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News from THE EDGE 

 

This Wednesday, the 12th, the Senior High Sunday School class will 
be serving the Wednesday Night Value Meal.  Youth, we need serving 
and cleaning help; please be here as close to 4:30 as possible.  We will 
have a shortened Youth with whatever time we have left when we’re 
done cleaning up. 
On Sunday the 30th, the Senior High Youth will be going on their 
first Church Under the Bridge trip of the year!  This is a great           
ministry that the Youth love doing.  Please help support us by donating       
clothing and toiletries.  Warm clothes are especially welcome this time 
of year!  You can give them to either Chris Reyes or Linda Gusnowski. 
Sunday the 6th is Super Bowl Sunday!  The Youth have two things going 
on this day.  First, we have the Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser.  We will 
be selling a variety of customizable subs for you to take home after 
each service, so don’t worry about having to make lunch that day!  We 
will have pre-order forms available very soon!  Second, of course, we’re 
having a Super Bowl Party!  We’ll gather together in the EDGE at 5PM 
with kick-off soon after that.  Guys, bring either a 2L or 12-pack of 
soda.  Girls, bring some munchies. 
If you are a Youth reading this, get in touch with Chris!  He wants to 
know what extra-curricular activities you are involved in so he can come 
out and support you next semester!  Whether you play football,             
basketball, are in the band, theater, or even the chess team, Chris wants 
to come out and see you doing what you enjoy doing!  He has been to 
many games already this past semester and looks forward to a busy rest 
of the year of cheering you all on! 
Do you feel called to minister to Youth?  The Youth Group has seen 
an explosion of growth and keeps on growing!  We’re looking for some 
people called to minister to the Youth to help us out.  It doesn’t matter 
if you’re 21 or 101, if you feel God tugging at your heart, speak with 
Chris and we would be happy to involve you in our ministry!  No amount of 
involvement is too little.  He can be reached at chris@stjohnsumc.cc or 
(512) 863-5886. 
That’s all from the EDGE this week.  Stay tuned! 
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For more information about Children & Family Ministry Pro-
grams, contact Mrs. Elizabeth by email at stjohnsumceliza-

beth@yahoo.com, on cell phone at 563-8840 or at her office 
(512)863-5886, ext. 33. 

 Children’s Sunday January 30 
 Parents & Kids, we will be working on preparing to lead worship on January 30 through the month of 
January.  If your child would like a speaking part, please contact Mrs. Elizabeth as soon as possible.  Email Mrs. 
Elizabeth and let her know your child’s comfort level in reading and speaking.  If your child would like to par-
ticipate in some other way, such as ushering, singing or playing the piano, please let Mrs. Elizabeth know. The 
children will lead worship at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00, so there are plenty of opportunities for everyone to get some 
experience as worship leaders. 

It’s never too early to volunteer to lead! 

Safe Sanctuary  
Policy Training 

Thursday- January 20, 7:00 p.m.  
 Fellowship Hall 102  

(Adult Bible Classroom) 
Saturday– January 22 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 102  
(Adult Bible Classroom) 

  
 If you plan to serve as a prayer partner, 
Sunday school teacher, camp helper or in any 
other capacity working with children or youth, 
you must attend one Safe Sanctuary Policy 
Training.   
 Safe Sanctuary policy applies to all 
groups in which people 18 or younger partici-
pate.   
 If you do not know if you will be volun-
teering, please come to a training now, and de-
cide whether to fill out the paperwork later.   
 If you do not plan to work with children or 
youth, but care about their safety and the safety 
of all St. John’s members and guests, please 
attend a training. 
 There will be additional trainings offered 
in February. 

Confirmation Covenant 
Service & Dinner 

January 23 
We are very proud to have four Confirmands in the class 
of 2011.  Jackson Riggins, Jarred Riggins, Brandt Rider 
and Hannah Egbert will be participating in the Covenant 
Service, along with their parents and mentors.  The Con-
firmands will then be honored with a dinner and time to 
get to know their mentors.   

Sunday School SuperBowl 
February 6, 9:45 
Fellowship hall 

 We are very excited to announce the Disciples and 
the Saints will be playing in this year’s Sunday School  
Superbowl.  Both teams have excellent records.  Coaches for 
the teams are looking forward to the battle on the gridiron.   
 When asked to comment on the challenges that lie 
ahead for his team, Disciples Coach Jeff Edmiston said “We 
are going to train just like for any other Sunday.  We are 
going to be prepared mentally, physically and spiritually, in 
order to give our opponents the game of a lifetime.  We 
know the Saints will be just as ready for the game as we are, 
and we look forward to a fine experience of sportsmanship”   
 Saints Coach Donnie Bruton offered the following 
statement.  “Our players will play fair, with respect for the 
fans, the game, the rules.  We play to win.  The Disciples are 
a team which we enjoy meeting.  I believe both teams are 
well-matched, so it really is anyone’s game.” 
 The teams will be playing to raise money for the 
Church Growth and Development Fund.  Last year, the 
teams raised $60, which enabled the Children’s Sunday 
school to pay for 1 Share.  I f you love football, love giving 
others encouragement and want to help support the Church 
Growth and Development Fund, let us know.  The Sunday 
school Superbowl is still looking for sponsors. 
 

January Sunday School  
Be the Best You Can Be 
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A Toyota Car Key—
Please call the office 

863-5886— 
If you have lost your 

Car Key 

If you are the Chair of a 
2011 Committee, please 

email Rosie at 
rosie@sjohnsumc.cc  with 
your 2011 meeting dates, 
times and  location.    I will 

be setting up and              
correcting the 2011  On-
Line Calendar. It will be 
helpful to me and to your 

committee members to 
have the correct                    

information on the 
Church Calendar. 

Through-out the year if 
any meeting                         

information changes, 
please notify me so that I 
can make the changes on 

the calendar. 

2011 MLK Unity Celebration 
“The Great Initiative of Change” 

Monday January 17, 2011 
Open to the Public 

March and Rally 
Starting at the Georgetown Town Square 

Ending at Macedonia Baptist Church (206 MLK) 
March Begins 12 Noon at the Town Square 

Celebration Program 
After the March join the Celebration. Celebration begins at 12:30 at 

Macedonia Baptist Church. 
Guest Speakers: 

Paula Dawning: (Retired School Superintendent, Corporate Ex. 
Dennis Leedom, PhD:  (Scientist) 
Mary Gonzalez: (Educator, Diversity Leader) 
Archie Johnson: (Educator, Ex NBA Player) 

Sponsored by Georgetown Fellowship of Churches 

St. John’s Receives Recognition  
From Partners In Education 

 
St. John’s  has been recognized by Partners In Education (PIE) for            
having established the Helping Hand Tutoring  (HHT)  program.   
 
The program was started in 1999 by Jerry Martin.   A board                           
composed of  St. John’s  members was established to oversee the                  
program.  The first  tutoring classes began in January 2000,  as a                  
one-on-one tutoring program for students in grades 1-8.  The          
program was staffed by volunteer tutors from St. John’s  and the 
Georgetown community. Tutoring was provided two evenings each 
week.   The majority of students were referred by the GISD schools.   
 

HHT was a tremendous success and was incorporated as an                           
independent non-profit organization in 2002.  Pat Nahme was hired 

as Executive Director to run the program.   
 
Because of the structure of HHT  and the vast  resources of PIE, the 
HHT program was a natural fit for the PIE organization.  HHT and all 
assets were transferred to PIE in 2003. Since 2003 HHT has expanded  
under PIE’s direction into various Georgetown and GISD locations. 
 
PIE honored HHT and St. John’s in 2004 by presenting the PIE 
”Partner of The Year Award” to Pat Nehme, St. John’s  UMC, and Jerry 
Martin.    On December 1, 2010, PIE presented St. Johns UMC with a 
plaque in recognition  for having established the HHT program.  The 
plaque was accepted by Gene Lawhon and Jerry Martin.  St. John’s is 
truly blessed for having started and supported this outreach program 
that has impacted the lives of so many children in the Georgetown 
area by helping them improve their learning skills. 



Sun Jan 16, 2011 
8:30am - 9:30am Worship-Traditional - Sanctuary 
9:45am - 10:45am Sunday School - Campus 
9:45am - 10:45am Worship | Traditional - Sanctuary 
11am - 12pm Metamorphoo | Praise & Worship - FLC 
11am - 12pm Worship | Traditional -  
4:30pm - 8:30pm Emmaus - Sanctuary / Fellowship Hall 
4:30pm - 6:30pm UMYF - The EDGE 
6:30pm - 7:30pm New Creation | Praise & Worship- FLC 

Mon Jan 17, 2011 
1pm - 4pm Quilters - Fellowship Hall and FH 103 
7pm - 8pm Finance Committee - Library 
7pm - 9pm Stephen Ministers - Horizon House 

Tue Jan 18, 2011 
10am - 11am Strong Bones - FH 102 
2pm - 4pm Bergquist Carlson Circle - Fellowship Hall 
6pm - 7:30pm Girl Scouts - Horizon House-LR, DR, K  
8pm Journeymen - Horizon House-Classroom 

Wed Jan 19, 2011 
5:15pm - 7pm Wesley Value Meal - Family Life Center 
6pm - 6:30pm Cherub Choir - Ed Wing Green 
6pm - 7:30pm Confirmation - ED Blue 
6pm - 7:30pm St. Paul's UMC Bible Study - Horizon H

 6:15pm - 7:15pm Legacies Sisters - Library 
6:15pm - 7:15pm St. John's Ringers - Sanctuary 
6:15pm - 6:45pm Wesley Singers/Rainbow Chorus - Ed Y 
6:30pm - 7:15pm Family Fun Night - 
6:30pm - 8:30pm Youth Bible Study - The EDGE 
6:45pm - 7:30pm Men's Choir - FH 102 
7:30pm - 8:30pm Chancel Choir - FH 102 
7:30pm - 8:30pm Praise Ringers - Sanctuary 

Thu Jan 20, 2011 
9am - 11am Weight Watchers - Fellowship Hall 
10am - 11am Strong Bones - FH 102 
3pm - 4pm Glory Gals Reunion - Horizon House 
5:30pm - 7:30pm Weight Watchers - Fellowship 
6:30pm - 7:30pm Praise Choir - Family Life Center 
7:00pm– 8:30pm Safe Sanctuary Policy Training—FH 102 
7pm - 8:30pm St. Paul's UMC Men's Bible Study - HH 
7pm - 9pm Thursday Bible Fellowship - Horizon House 
7:30pm - 11pm A2J – Family Life Center 

Fri Jan 21, 2011 
9:30am - 10:30am Friday Bible Fellowship - Horizon House 
10am - 11am Fishermen - Library 
1:30pm - 2:30pm Emmaus Reunion Group - Library 

Sat Jan 22, 2011 
8am - 3pm Kairos Team Meeting - Family Life Center 
10am - 11am Safe Sanctuary Policy Training– FH 103 
10am - 1pm Youth Band Practice - Family Life Center 
3pm - 8pm Seekers Supper/Planning Meeting - FH 
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  This Week in Worship... Activities for January 16 through January 22 Liturgists & Ushers  

Worship Services 
 

January 16, 2011 
 

Traditional Worship 

Jim Angel 
Bill Ayres 

Diamond Birchfield 
Josha Birchfield 
Robert Blanton 

Elizabeth Cantkier 
Jeanie Cook 
Craig Davis 
Evelyn Davis 
Brett Derning 
Randy Dickey 

Doris Drummond 
Harry Easter 
Bob Fisher 

Quinton Gibson 
Donald Hannah 

Alice Harris 
Pat Helms 

Bill Henderson 
Becki Hughes & Family 

Judy Jamison 
Bob Jenkins 
Jean Jessup 
Ann Jones 
Rich Kiper 

Brenden  Lewis Family 
Tim Magness 
Corey Marrs 
Phyllis Marrs 

Lauren Matera 
Kim & Janeil Matzdorf 

Ruth Olson 
Celeste Hudson-Quartell 

Robert Quartell 
Curt Rutledge 

Gaye Lynn Snapp 
Mary Tapper 

Rusdy Shannon 
Kris Van Sickle 
Charlie Walters 

 
 
 

Prayer Concerns 

In Case of  a  
Pastoral Emergency 
Please Call  
Rev. Ron Bellomy  
At  254-493-7069 

January 16, 2011 
Liturgists: 
(8:30) John Aleman 
(9:45) Linda Mefford 
(11:00) Karen Doughty 
 
Ushers: 
(8:30) Louis & Joan Wentrcek 
(9:45) Ralph & Ruth Croteau 
(11:00) Woody Ervin &  
 Al Greenberg 

 
January 23, 2011 

 
Liturgists: 
(8:30) Rebecca Nolen 
(9:45) Claude Nelson 
(11:00) Donna McCain 
 
Ushers: 
(8:30) Marvin & Ann lackey 
(9:45) Gary & Judy Brown 
(11:00) John Hale & John Tanner 

Stephen 
Ministry 

Let us not give up 
meeting together, aas 
some are in the habit 
of doing, but let us 

encourage one another. 
 

Hebrews 10:25a 
 

 

8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 A.M. 
Message 

Don’t Forget Anything 
Rev. Ron Bellomy 
Ephesians 6:10-17 
�0�H�W�D�P�R�U�S�K�R�À 

11:00 A.M. 
Family Life Center 
( A service for the  

Young Adults) 
All are welcome 

Message 
Full of Gifts 
Chris Reyes 

1Corinthians 1:4-9 
New Creation 

6:30 P.M. 
Family Life Center 
It’s a Battle Zone 
Rev. Ron Bellomy 
Ephesians 6:10-17 

 



Offering the grace of 
Jesus Christ to all. 

St. John’s  
United Methodist Church 

311 E. University Avenue 
Georgetown, Texas 78626 

(512) 863-5886 

 
Worship  

Attendance 
 

January 9, 2011 
      

8:30 am   9:45 am   11:00am     �0�H�W�D�P�R�U�S�K�R�À  New Creation 
      51            48             127                  17                       36 
    

WORSHIP TOTAL = 279 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE =  129 

The Legacies Sunday School Class  
is requesting your presence  

at a baby shower honoring their friend,  
Amber Morris Nickerson.   

We look forward to seeing you on 
January 29th,  

2-4 pm.  

at the  

Horizon House.           

  

Monday 
January 17, 2011 

MLK Holiday 
St. John’s Office 
Will Be Closed! 

 

Week  
of 

January 10, 2011 


