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Advent is not a season often spoken of in the media, but it is a very important time in the church.
It is the beginning of a new year for the church and a time of preparation. We celebrate the four
Sundays before Christmas as a time of expectant waiting for the birth of Christ. We decorate our
homes and the sanctuary, we a end special worship services, and celebrate with friends and fam-
ily the joys of the past year.

Each day of Advent is an occasion to embrace the joy of our lives, the joy of a life in Christ.

Each day of our lives we have opportunities to share that joy with everyone we meet.

As a congregation, we want to invite you to share the joy of this (and every) season with

the ones you love.

This booklet, the 2011 “Season of Joy”, reflects the joy many of us feel, and which some of
us miss. Members of our congregation have written these pieces, while reflecting on the activities
and moments which bring Christmas to the front of our hearts. These memories, along with the
scriptures are intended to help bring families together each day. We hope and pray you will
smile and think of your own joys, both those given and received, as you read the stories through-

out the season.

We have also included a schedule and brief description of the Advent services, activities
and programs offered at St. John's United Methodist Church during the 2011 Advent

Season.

Joy to the world!

St. John's Congregation



Special Worship Opportunities

When Hearts are Troubled

December 11 4:30 p.m. Sanctuary

Christmas can be a troubling holiday when you are having a difficult time experiencing joy. This service al-
lows people to acknowledge their lack of joy while celebrating God’s wondrous gift of sustaining faith.

Christmas Cantata:

December 18th 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary

Plan to a end this special worship service which will feature the Chancel Choir, singing beautiful Christmas
music to help ring in the Christmas spirit.

Christmas Eve Worship:

Mary’s Memory Box: An Interactive service for Children & Families

December 24th 5:30 p.m. Sanctuary

Join the children and families of St. Johns” for this interactive worship experience. Come dressed as any part

of the nativity or borrow one of our costumes. A multimedia service complete with communion and candle

lighting will help put your children in a reflective mood on this holy night.

Christmas Eve Worship: Traditional Christmas Eve Service

December 24th 7:30 p.m. & 10:00 p.m. Sanctuary

Carols, candles, and communion will be offered during these two identical services on Christmas Eve.

Jul O a
December 25th 6:00 a.m. Sanctuary

Swedish traditions are observed, and Santa Lucia will make an appearance as we greet the Christ Child on

Christmas morning. Everyone will leave worship with a shiny red apple to

enjoy for breakfast.



Special Advent Programming

United Methodist Women Unit Luncheon

Saturday, December 10th 11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall

The United Methodist Women Circles meet together twice a year, to share their experiences of mission in

ministry.

0Old Fashioned Christmas Dinner

Sunday, December 10th 6:30 p.m., Family Life Center

Our church family invites you to join us for a meal and holiday merriment . Entertainment will be provided
by five very jolly elfs, who bring their own interpretation of Christmas Eve to life. The cost is $9 per adult,
$4 per child. Reservations can be made by calling the church office or signing any of the sign up sheets dis-
tributed throughout the church.

"YZ71 75'—e1 7S
Wednesday, December 14 5:30-7:00 Fellowship Hall
Come join us for a soup and sandwich supper. Chicken Taco soup and a variety of sandwiches before you
go into the Gingerbread House Build. If you chose to give a love offering, the money will be used for Chil-
dren & Family Ministry projects throughout the year.

Build Your Own Gingerbread House
Wednesday, December 14th 6-7:30 Family Life Center

Take a breather and enjoy this traditional holiday activity with the people you love. We provide everything

but the imagination to build a gingerbread house just the way you like it.

Live Nativity
December 21st-December 23rd 6-9:00 p.m. St. John’s Lawn

Have you ever wanted to be an angel or wise man? St. John’s shares the gift of the first Christmas with the

Georgetown community. Join in and share a visual gift with the world.

New Year’s Lunch

Sunday, January 1 following 11:00 service

Join us for a traditional New Year’s lunch of black-eyed peas and ham.



Mission Opportunities
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This Christmas, St. John’s will sponsor a special offering of warmth each Sunday in Advent. The dates, items

and receiving organizations are listed below:

December 4Deodorants (for men or women), toothbrushes and toothpaste, Facial tissues. These items

will be given to The Hope Alliance: A Shelter for Victims of Domestic Violence in Williamson County

December 11:Tissues and Handiwipes. These items will be given to the Headstart program of

Georgetown, to be used in the program and in the homes of the students.

December 18 opier paper, pens, pencils and colored pencils. These items will be given to The Nest, a day

shelter for youths in grades 9-12, serving the youth of Georgetown.

December 25 & January Bcented lotions. The lotions will be given to the Park Place Nursing Home, to be
used by the residents.

Eagle Pass Collections: Our congregations collects household items for the colonias near Eagle Pass.
These families do not have the basic supplies we consider necessities: basic needs such as electricity, running
water, food. , clothing, fans, blankest, etc. Your contributions are greatly appreciated and are taken to the 1st
United Methodist Church of Eagle Pass for distribution. This year, the December trip is scheduled for De-

cember 20. Please have your donations to the church by December 15 or call John Hale at

100 Blankets Project: We are making 100 blankets from polar fleece to be taken to Eagle Pass Texas in
February. These blankets will be distributed to people whose homes are no longer safe for them, due to vio-

lence and other circumstances..
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December 24th: Central Texas Missions A special offering will be collect during all three Christmas Eve ser-
vices. The offerings will be equally divided between the Methodist Children’s Home in Waco, Texas and the

Methodist Mission Home in San Antonio.



Advent

Advent is the beginning season of the Christian year. The Methodist church believes Advent is a time of
preparation for the coming of Christ culminating in the celebration of the birth of God’s only Son on Christ-
mas Day.

Advent ends at midnight on Christmas Eve. At that time, we begin the Christmas Season.

During the season of Advent, the liturgical color is purple. Purple shows the majesty which heralds the
coming of the King of Kings. The color can be seen in the cloths which lay on the altar table. These cloths
are called paraments.

The Advent Wreath

The Advent wreath started in Germany as a Lutheran family custom. Advent wreaths didn’t become
popular in churches until the middle of the twentieth century. The Advent wreath reflects a rich heritage of
faith.

The Advent wreath is always made from evergreers. These branches, as the name indicates, are "ever
green" -- ever alive. They are symbolic of Christ, Who died, but Who is alive, never to die again.

The circle of the wreath symbolizes that God has no beginning and no end.

The candles and their colors have special meanings and are lit in a specific order.

Candle 1 is purple. It represents hope, and is called the Prophet's candle We often read from Isaiah when
lighting this candle. This candle is lit on the first Sunday of Advent, and on each of the following Sundays of
Advent, Christmas Eve and Christmas morning.

Candle 2 is also purple. It represents love. We think of the way Jesus showed us how to live when we light
this candle. This candle is lit on the second Sunday of Advent and on each of the following Sundays of Ad-
vent, Christmas Eve and Christmas morning.

Candle 3 is pink. Pink is the color the Methodist church uses to symbolize joy . In the Bible, Joy means news
of a new life. Sometimes we call this the Mary candle. This candle is lit on the third Sunday of Advent, each
of the following Sundays of Advent, Christmas Eve and Christmas morning.

Candle 4 is purple again. The fourth candle represents peaceln fact, we use this candle to remind us Jesus is
the Prince of Peace. This candle is lit on the fourth Sunday of Advent and again on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.

In the center of the wreath, we place a white candle, to represent Christ. This candle is lit on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day.

When the candles are unlit, they represent the darkness of the world before Christ was born. After they are

lit, the meaning is clear, Christ is the light of the world.



Sermon Texts for Advent:

December 11th: Luke 1:39-45 “Is This A Blessing?”
There will be no New Creation Service this evening
due to Old Fashioned Family Christmas Dinner.

December 18th: Advent Music Service (8:30, 9:45, 11:00)
New Creations Luke 3:3-6 “Prepare the Way”

December 25th: Luke 2:8-20 “The Contents of the Manger”

There will be no 8:30, 9:45 or Praise and Worship services or Sunday school or nursery todalyedGaristmas
Holiday.

January 1: Ecclesiastes 3:124 “What Will | Do Today?”
There will be no 8:30, 9:45 or Praise and Worship services or Sunday school or nursery todayelNew Year’s
Holiday.



December 10
Joy Begins

My greatest moment of joy happened December 10, 1999. On this date in history I experienced the
greatest joy anyone could ever experience, this is day that my li le girl came into the world. I didn’t realize
how much joy oneli le 81b. 9 oz. 20” bundle of li le girl could bring into my life. My daughter is my great-
est accomplishment and brings me joy everyday. She is the light of my life and the reason why I wake up
every morning. She came 2 weeks before Christmas, and I couldn’t have asked for God to give me a more
perfect gift. Although Sarah and I have had challenges like any other mother and daughter, there is nothing I
would rather be than her mom. It is hard for me to believe that that was twelve years ago, and I wouldn’t
trade those years for anything in the world.

Kim Thompson

Scripture: John 16:21
A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is bgetshiesfanguish
because of her joy that a child is born into the world.

Prayer: Thank You, for the gift of any child, the opportunity to love another beyond anything we can im-
agine. You gave Your Son, one You loved beyond Yourself, to us, a Savior who loved us so dearly. We

ask only to learn to love deeply, with open hearts so that all children are treasured. Amen.

December 11

Uneven Joy

THE JOY OF THE SEASON ISN'T SPREAD EVENLY among God’s children. The holiday blues has
been well documented in the culture and in the Church. “...(I)t is important to remember that not everyone in
your congregations and communities are walking around with nothing but visions of sugarplums dianttiem
heads. Some of your church members are most likely dreading the coming holiday season becawstritisting
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mercialism and busyness of the seas8till others are trying to cope with a Thanksgiving and Christmas while
mourning the loss of a loved one. Too often, folks who struggle during the holidays isolate themselves be-

cause they feel out-of-sync with the joy that seems so far away and foreign to their hearts.

WHEN HEARTS ARE TROUBLED, we can turn to the long-suffering Christ who deeply understands
our pain. As the Good Shepherd, He offers hope to the hopeless and healing for the broken-hearted. In the
context of the Church, we are reminded of the words Jesus had for the Disciples in the Upper Room. "I have
told you these things, so that in me you may have pkattes world you will have troubleBut take heart! | have over-
comethe world."

WHEN HEARTS ARE TROUBLED, we can find peace in the Christ who has overcome the troubles of
this world. This does not mean that we will not suffer, but it does mean that we will not suffer alone, and
that our suffering can eventually equip us to help others who suffer. Therefore, we look forward to the day
when we can join in praying, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the
God of all consolation," "1 E~— @ “+Z0el7m@l1’ —1See177>1S "E+'"—0810"1¢'Sel Z1-S¢1<Z:
tion with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God.”



Prayer:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consola-
tion, ‘"1E " —e"eZ®@1701 —1See17751S "E'"—081e"1e'Sel Z1-S¢1<Z1S<eZN+"1E
with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God.”

Special Opportunities:

Worship: 8:30, 9:45, 11:00
When Hearts Are Troubled: 4:30 p.m.

Old Fashioned Family Christmas Dinner: 6:30

December 12
Giving Happiness is a Joy

My joy was in giving happiness and peace to a terminally ill friend in what would be the last week of
his life. While he was still able to eat solid food he had asked me if I would make his favorite dish for him. I
said that I would, and made him homemade Macaroni & Cheese. He was so happy to receive this and it put a
big smile on his face. As it turned out this was the last solid food that he ate. It was liquids the next

day. Now I know that this is not a big deal for some, but for him it made him very happy.

Cheryl Thomas

Scripture: Hosea 111:3-5

It was | who taught Ephraim to walk,
taking them by the arms;
but they did not realize
it was | who healed them.
41 led them with cords of human kindness,
with ties of love.
To them | was like one who lifts
ali le child to the cheek,
and | bent down to feed them.

Prayer: Thank you God, for the opportunities we are given. To share love, comfort and hope with others is

such a gift. Help us to always remember to give joy, for it is a gift from you. Amen.



December 13
The Joy of the Sandwiched

Those of us who are between the ages of 45 and 65 are probably experiencing what has been defined
as the sandwich generation. The ones who are still raising and/or financially responsible for their children, as

well as, caring for their elderly parents most of whom are from what is referred to as the Greatest Generation.

My sisters and I swap days and evenings taking on the duties with my parents, such as grocery shop-
ping, cleaning out the fridge, light housekeeping, light yard work, making meals, tending to their aging 4 leg-
ged companion and the beautiful canary songbird. The hardest part is that a lot of times I drive home with
quivering lips reflecting back on the day or on the visual image of my parents as they are now compared to
when I was younger. My parents still ba le with the daily home routines, which is familiar to them and
keeps them comforted. But I really feel they are too fragile and should not be living alone. It’s hard for me to

leave them each time.

After a full day of caring for my parents, I can come home and be urgently summoned (well at that
time of day it sounds that way) to assist with shopping or going to pick up supplies for an upcoming school
project. Wow, I just don’t have the energy but somehow I find away to reboot myself for the later part of the
day. Hiking the corridor of the mall in the elements of the weather and then being patient as 6 pairs of jeans
are being tried on. I am then gently accused of indiscreetness or not giving the right reviews after each pair of

jeans can be a bit challenging.

At the end of the day, I know in my heart that  have bonded with my parents as well as with my
daughters and husband. I have done my best to serve them and make them happy. I feel each day, even on
the difficult ones, that I have received God’s wonderful Grace. And this week as I write my story, My daugh-
ter has graciously agreed to drive her grandmother to her appointment and pick up some lunch, In order for
me to take the day and stay home to prepare for thanksgiving festivities. She graciously is giving back to me

as well as my parents.

Dr. Robert Goddard a rocket science stated that the “sandwich generation teaches the next generation
the worth of valuing family, having compassion, making big and small sacrifices for others, caring for others

and leading by example.”

I feel that I received these great a ributes from my parents and now it appears that I might just have

given ali le bit to my children.
Christine Studebaker
Scripture: Proverbs 17:6

Children’s children are a crown to the aged and parents are the pride of their children.

Prayer: Father, to care for a child is a great gift, and to love a parent is a joy. The blessings of parents and
children are not always easy to appreciate, especially when we feel torn between the generations and

their needs. As we care for our families, let us remember our families care for us. Amen.



December 14
JOYIS .....

Joy is the second of nine “fruits of the spirit, following “Love’. It is not as difficult to define as is
“Lov€. Joy is what happens when we care about and help others. It's the smile of a timid child when we
wink or smile at the child. It's the feeling that follows when a small kindness is shown to someone and we
see the comfort it gives to the person. It is that feeling when a child takes our hand for guidance or security.
It is the pleasure we have when someone welcomes our encouragement or congratulations. It is the confi-
dence that someone is being helped when we drop some money in the Salvation Army Christmas pot. It is
the magic that happens when a parent or grandparent wipes away the tear of a child. It is the happiness on
the faces of orphan girls in another country who are thrilled by the gift of hand-tied blankets from someone

they don’t know. It is the comfort we have in knowing that our Savior is looking over us and gives us a se-

cond chance to do be er.

John Hale

These young ladies are wearing blankets made by the Children’s
Sunday school of St. John’s. Please consider making a blanket to
bring joy to another. Instructions for making blankets can be

found on the church website, under newsle ers.

i

Scripture: Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 2gentleness and self-

control. Against such things there is no law.

Prayer: You sent us this great gift of Joy, Father. Help us to tend the gifts of joy you have given us, shar-

ing the fruit of Your Spirit with all we meet. Amen.

Opportunities Today:

Love Offering Sandwich Supper 5:30-7:00
Build Your Own Gingerbread House 6-7:30 p.m.

Advent Study With Dr. Don Goodwin 6:30



December 15
Learning to See Joy Everywhere

Joy is such a small yet powerful word! My life has been filled and continues to be filled with
Joy. As a teacher, I watch children learn and grow. When teaching children, I see Joy everyday. I see
the sparkle in their eyes when they have just experienced something for the first time. I see the light
bulb turn on when they read their first book. This is a Joy that I have brought to these children
through the gift that God has given me. I am also blessed to have Joy in my home everyday. No
ma er what the day has been like, I get to come home to a happy and loving home. Watching my
husband and son play, brings so much Joy to my heart because the goal of having a family that is
involved and supportive for my child has been accomplished. Joy is also brought to me through the

wonderful times that I spend with my huge family that has grown throughout the years!

In a nutshell, Joy is what brings a smile to your face when you are walking through the gro-
cery store, the thought that you automatically go to when you are having a down day and the many

blessings that God has given us and continues to give.

Emily Fraser

Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-2

The desert and the parched land will be glad;
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus,it will burst into bloom;
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the LORD,
the splendor of our God.

Prayer: We remember, God, each day of the Joy you sent to us. These glad tidings lift our hearts. Amen.



December 16
WHERE IS JOY?

We come to another season of Advent in a world that is right now full of uncertainties. Doubts fill

our minds about our future stability, and we wonder if we will ever see a world at peace.

Yet, Advent is a joyful time, and we can make that joy ours if we seek the giver of permanent joy
and peace. Nothing has changed. Just as the shepherds rejoiced when the angels announced their Savior
had been born in a manger in Bethlehem, we can rejoice that we too know the same Savior. We have the
wonderful joy and privilege of worshipping in a church family that recognizes and honors the awesome
wonder of God’s redeeming Grace. God’s son, Jesus Christ, once living among us, now si ing at the Fa-
ther’s right hand is our Lord and Savior. Further, we have his promise that he is always with us in the

person of the Holy Spirit, and when the time is right, we will all celebrate his Second Advent—Hallelujah!

Nancy Yerks

Scripture: | Peter 1:8k0

...though now you do not see him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full akeglaigmng the end
of your faith—the salvation of your souls.

Prayer: Lord God, we celebrate with joy and thanksgiving the coming of your Son to live among us
and teach us how to live. He willingly went to the cross for our sins, opening the way for us to be your

children and joint heirs with our Lord and Savior through all eternity. Amen



December 17
Life itself is my joy!
I thank God for my life and the many experiences, opportunities and blessings he provides me.
Take time to "Stop and smell the roses". Slow down. Study the Bible. Listen to what God has to say.

We know right from wrong and how we should live. Remain true to yourself, believe in Christ, serve God,

and you too might find joy in life.

Woody Ervin

Scripture: Psalm 16:9-11

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest secure,
10 pecause you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
nor will you let your faithful! one see decay.
11You make known to me the path of life;
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with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

Prayer:

Let me rejoice, O Lord, in this life, in these days, in this time. I praise You, who created joy in my soul!

Praise God, for my joy comes from God. Amen.



December 18
Christmas Is The Reason for Joy

Christmas unto itself means joy to me as a Christian to know that we celebrate the birth of Christ and
what He meant to this world. It’s also a time of giving and I LOVE to give in any way I can. But, mostly, it
reminds me of my mother, who passed away in 1998 and all the joy the season brought her. My mother was
severely afflicted with severe bi-polar problems most of her life except at Christmas time. The Thanksgiving
and Christmas holidays gave her a reason to be happy by giving and not thinking about her own self. She
knew our family would be together and it gave her reason to push herself to cook; and she was a fabulous
cook, and to utilize her time in a giving manner instead of worrying how to survive each day. I wished many
times that Christmas could have been year round and maybe she would not have taken the plunges back into

depression.

This year as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we also celebrate in the joy of our daughter, Sarah,
ge ing married in February and the joining of our family with Nate Coulter and his family. We are truly

blessed with the love family, friends, and with good health.

Phyllis Hilliard
Scripture: Galatians 4:12-14

| plead with you, brothers and sisters, become like me, for | became like you. You have domermgehasayou
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did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if | were an angel offGagraihrist Jesus
himself. Con.

Prayer: Thank you God, for the people who need us. Your Son, Jesus, healed those who were sick in the
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gift of grace. Amen.

Opportunities Today:

Advent Music Worship Service 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00

Youth Christmas Party 4:00



December 19
If You Want to Sing Out, Sing Out!

Joy to me, when it’s not Christmas, is when one of my favorite songs comes on the radio and I am
alone in the car and can sing at the top of my lungs with no fear of being off-key (although I probably am).
It’s listening to a baby giggle when he or she gets tickled. It’s rubbing my dog’s tummy and watching her
eyes go half-mast and kick her back leg. It's cooking something that I know someone else is going to enjoy
eating. It’s being on my bicycle in the Davis Mountains in August and pumping as hard as I can to get up
Wild Rose Pass. It's being with my sister when we go to Dallas Market and ge ing so tired that everything

we say is funny.

Joy takes on a whole new meaning during the Christmas season for me. Then I get to sing Christmas
songs at the top of my lungs!! I reflect on the Christmases long ago in the little town where I grew up and I
am joyful for my past. Itell friends about the special things that take place in Georgetown during Christmas
and hope that they can come and feel the joy of being in our community. The anticipation of Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day with my family members brings me unspeakable joy because I love them all so much.
Being at St. John’s services on Christmas Eve brings me joy — singing our familiar hymns, watching the chil-
dren and lighting our candles. And reflecting on the true meaning of this day while we do these things

brings me a joy that gives me a sense
of peace. That peace of knowing Christ is the purest kind of joy there is.
Linda Gusnowski
Scripture: Luke 2:13-14

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God andS4&yiog; to God in
the highest heavenand on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

Prayer: Father, our lives are set to the music of a joy in Christ. Let us remember to sing out our praises, to
share our hymn of peace with those who have not heard that blessed melody. The angels announced the

birth of Your Son, let us announce the gift of His Grace. Amen.



December 20
Joy In A Whisper

June 1, 2010- After a terrible accident my family and I found ourselves si ing in the ICU waiting room
in Odessa, Texas - far from family and friends. Prayers from all over were quickly on there way. God was
listening. Overwhelmed with sadness; I never felt alone. God was with us. Preparing for the worst all the
while continuing to pray, the days ticked by. Joy came five days later when Mitchell was able, with the soft-

est of whisper to say “I love you mom”. The JOY I felt in my heart at that very moment is indescribable.

On my arrival that morning, I was greeted by Sco , Mitchells’ nurse. Prepared to ask the usual ques-
tions; How are his numbers? (everything in ICU is determined by a series of numbers), How did he sleep?,
What is the plan for the day?, etc. Sco smiled and said “Why don’t you ask him yourself?” “Ilove you
Mom”. Barely audible, “Ilove you Mom”. JOY, JOY, JOY!

My God, our God made that possible.

Nancy Eckert

Scripture: Ma hew 9:35-36

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming theagoofdtime king-
dom and healing every disease and sickffagthen he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

Prayer: You sent a baby, who became a Savior, saving us from sickness in the soul. The gift of a baby

born to Mary in a stable became

the Great Physician, healing the hurt and injured. Let us pray for those who are hurting, in any way. We

ask for Christ’s healing peace to give comfort and joy to them. Amen.



December 21
The Joy of Giving
I grew up in Natchitoches, Louisiana where Christmas was and is still celebrated in a big way. As a
child, my family always decorated inside and outside.

I have kept the tradition going at my house and my son is also keeping the tradition going with my

grandson.

I was outside pu ing up things this year. As the neighbors walked by they would ask, "Are you going to put
the lights to music this

year?" They would tell me, "We always enjoy stopping to see the lights and listening to the music." It gives
me great joy to know thatI can give ali le something that the neighbors will enjoy.

AsIam now in my sixties, it gets ali le harder each year to get everything put together and working

properly, but the joy of giving outweighs the aches and pains.
Here's hoping that you also enjoy the spirit of giving joy to someone this Christmas.
Thanks be to God!

Jim Leach

Scripture: Ma hew 2:10-11

10When they saw the star, they were overjoye@n coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented himaftigjolgiftsank-
incense and myrrh.

Prayer: You have given us so much, in a Son who brought hope and light into a dark world. As we take
the time to share the talents you have gifted each of with, let us always remember the Light shines

through us. Amen.

Opportunities Today

Live Nativity 6-8:30



December 22
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The name given to Jesus by the messenger Gabriel to Mary means “he saves” or “he delivers”. So
Christians have called him “Savior”. Advent has been a season of preparation, to get our minds and hearts
properly focused on the full meaning of the celebration of Christmas and Jesus’ birth.

In Exodus, we read that Jahweh “heard” the cries of anguish from the Hebrews in Egypt. Jahweh “knew”
their painful forced labor and slavery. But it was when their groaning and desperate needs were lifted to God
that Moses the deliverer was called to action. Jesus once said, “Ask and it will be given to you. Seek and you
will find...”

So what if in the Advent season there is no longing and yearning for deliverance? Do we not have peace be-
cause we have not really sought it? What if God’s people can’t even see their bondage or acknowledge their

slavery? What if God’s people are so rich in “things” that they refuse to see their spiritual emptiness?

Advent for me is a time not just for joy and giving. It is also a time for reflection on where true compas-
sion, humility, and gratitude might guide our lives. Itis a time to acknowledge the poverty, injustice, and
violence that brings misery and suffering to a majority of the world’s people. It should be a time to consider
what deliverance God is seeking to bring and what our individual responsibility might be. Itis a time to ask

ourselves “is there a messenger from God like came to Mary that we are ignoring?”

Dr. Don Goodwin

Proverbs 21:1-3

In the LORD’s hand the king’s heart is a stream of water
that he channels toward all who please him.

2 People may think all their ways are rightbut the LORD weighs the heatrt.

3Todowhatisrightandjust 'ce1—">Z1SEEZ™eSceZ1e 171 1+'S—1:SC

Prayer: O God, There is time for so many activities during this season, but where is the time set aside to
s'eeZ—1"1 "751-7ZeZ—+Z2>00811 Z+17@1'ZS>1¢ 751 ESse1"1E " -™MS ¥ @B LI

Amen.

Opportunities Today

Live Nativity 6-8:30



December 23
The Joy of Knowing a Joseph

I was a single parent of a 2 year old son, Sco , when in 1966 a kind, caring and loving person
(Woody) came into our lives. Woody was a cheerful, wonderful person and the three of us always had a
good time and enjoyed being together, but, I had to be sure he would be a good step-father to Sco and a

loving husband. I also wanted Woody to be sure he wanted a "ready made" family.

Then in January 1971, (4 1/2 years later) we married. I was right!! Woody is a wonderful step-father
and a loving husband. I was so happy and filled with joy, but, on Easter Sunday, 1975, Woody was baptized
and joined the Methodist church -- my heart overflowed with joy. More joy came when Scott married Jen-

nifer (a great daughter-in-law).
Each day I thank God for Woody, Sco and Jennifer and the joy they have brought to my life.

Marie Ervin

Scripture: Ma hew 2:21-23

So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of %Baglwhen he heard that Archelaus was
reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warmednm &elwithdrew
to the district of Galile@® S—+1'Z1 Z—e1S—e1e’'YZe1'—1S1e” —1ESeeZel SES>Ze'i1 "1 !
prophets: “He will be called a Nazarene.”

Prayer: Joseph served God as a father to a child, risking his heart to create the family Jesus needed on
earth. When we see the need for love, the need to care for others, let us not be afraid. Let us love fearless-

ly, for in fearless love, there is a joy unlike any other. Amen.

Opportunities Today

Live Nativity 6-8:30



December 24
Basic Joy
Evan: It gives me joy to play with Jason and Justin and Ms. Margie
and Lightening McQueen.
Jason: | get joy from teddy bears, puppy and lanilgive them hugs.Lightening McQueen gives me joy, too

Evan Tanner & Justin Turner

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:11-12

11When | was a child, | talked like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. Vélcameba man, | put the
ways of childhood behindme. ">1—" 1 Z1®ZZ1"—+¢1S15Z ZE+"—1Se1’'—1S1-">>">01-
know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | am fully known.

Prayer: Thank you God, for children. Thank you for their innocence, their immediate joy, the love we
share with them. We might not have appreciated the gift of a savior if we had not been given the oppor-
oZ—'eCle”1e"YZ1e'Z1<S<C1l >ceeill —Z—i

Opportunities Today

Children & Family Christmas Eve Service 5:30, FLC
Traditional Christmas Eve Service 7:30, 10:00

Special Time of Joining 7-7:30, 8:30-9:00, 9:30-10:00



December 25
Luke 2:4-20

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the townbefdaaseal he be-
longed to the house and line of DaviHle went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and
was expecting a childWhile they were there, the time came for the baby to be’lamchshe gave birth to her
>Ee<™>—81S1@e™—il ‘Z1 >S™M™Ze]1 "’ 1" —1E+"+'1S—e1™eSEZUSV-I"S1 &1
them.
8 —ele'Z>71 Z>521®'Z™ 'Zreele’'Y' —el"7el’—1e'21 Zeeel—ZBnahgeldfAtle™ '— o
“>e1S™MT™MZS5 7010710 Z-81S—ele'Zles"5¢1 701 Z1 ">l e ' PBurth&Gangelsaidtd Z -1
them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the gédpiéay in the town of David
a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, theltofd.e1l 'ee1<Z1S1la’'e—1¢"1¢ 21 21 'eel -
clothsand lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Betlslgloetm and
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
1 "1e'Z¢1'2>5'Z917 1S—ele"7—el S>¢1S—e1 "@@Z™*'81S —+MWhE1thSy kadl beehl S
him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about thi§ ahddall who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to thédBut Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her Beahe shep-

herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, whiasthasdhey had been
told.

Prayer: Glad Tidings Indeed! Let us share glad tidings of Great Joy, this day and every day. Amen.

Opportunities Today

Julo a 6:00 a.m.

Traditional Worship 11:00



December 26
The Joy of the Senses

Joy. The word itself fills me with anticipation. It spreads warmth all the way to my fingertips, and
puts a knowing smile on my face.
When I think of Joy, I remember seeing my grandparents walking out of their screen porch door with their
arms wide open and great big smiles on their faces (and a chocolate and a lemon pie cooling on the window-
sill). Isee my childhood collie running beside my bike tires going top speed down the hill. My husband-to-
be standing at the alter waiting for me. My daughter nestled in my arms looking up at me. And my family
working in the kitchen together making jam, or salsa, or stew.

Joy is what we will all be filled with at Christmas, knowing that our Savior lives and chose to die for
us...for US! Regardless of what we have said, or done, or even thought. And we will have it again, more
completely, when we met Him. But for now, we have the Joy of Christ to enjoy within each other. And that is

always most apparent at Christmastime. Merry Christmas, y'all!

Karen Weyant

Scripture: Psalm 145:7-9

They celebrate your abundant goodness
and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

8 The LORD is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and rich in love.

9The LORD is good to all;
he has compassion on all he has made.

Prayer: Let us rejoice in the good things we have tasted, celebrate the joy we have received and embrace

the love we share with others. Your loving gift of a Savior makes all life sweeter. Amen.



December 27
Joy in the Here and Now

So many things in my long (well, middle-ageish) life have brought me joy that I couldn’t decide
what to write about, until something happened on November 20 that made me joyous from my head to my
toes! Our son David and his wife Halle are moving to North Carolina in a couple of months (this is not the
joyous part yet), making Nov. 20 Hallie’s last day to work at her Presbyterian church. She was invited to
lead the service, and give the sermon. Her acolytes, liturgists and ushers were children and youth she has
worked with during the past six years as Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries, and as the chil-

dren’s choir director.

Chris and I sat in a front pew with David and Hallie’s parents and brother, and basked in the love
and appreciation the congregation showered on her. Her sermon was excellent, well researched, well re-
ceived, and full of loving comments about her life with the church family. And she got through the whole
thing without tearing up even once (which neither her mother nor I could say)! We were all so proud of
her, and so proud for her. At the reception following the service, we heard many more comments about the
programs Miss Hallie had started at the church, and about how popular and well loved she is by all age
groups. We were told over and over how very much David and Hallie will be missed, and we could only
agree with that sentiment wholeheartedly. It was a special, wonderful and joyful day that I will never for-

get.

Tomi Spence

Scripture: Jeremiah 29:10-14
o “"el'el ‘Sele'Z1 1eS¢enil ‘Z—1@ZYZ—+¢1¢2S>01S>Z1EF=MeZpYeTeT:
promise to bring you back to this plagd-or | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a futireen you will call on me and come and pray to me,
and I will listento you3 ~71 'ee1@ZZ2"1-721S—+1 —e1-71 ‘Z—1¢" 2l eelZiefaund by '« 1S«
you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back from captivity.will gather you from all the nations and places
where | have banished you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back to the place from wiiell iyca into

exile.”

Prayer: There are times when we leave our families, to follow what we believe to be the best path for
ourselves. Just as Joseph and Mary left their families to begin a new life together, we leave family and
o>'Z—e@1S®el Z1™75022172>1+>2S-®ill Ze™1701e"1 —el Stele " 1>ZIE"——

away. Amen.



December 28
Inconvenient Joy

In the midst of busy days | often forget to think of what brings me lj@gk the Lord for lots of help
and lots patience and lots of guidanddl even admit that with the recent holiday, I've tried to focus not just
on what | need, but what I'm thankful foBut, what brings me joyBo much of it is wrapped up in others,
especially my boys.

Yesterday | was trying to do some online shopping, and Justin (16mo) was having nortéeoids-
n't ready for his nap and he wanted my attento.to get my attention, he began playing with the button that
turns off the computerAfter he had turned it off, | said in an exasperated voice, "Justin Michidel".
laughed and ran awayde was laughing so hard he fell dowingot up to get him and he ran away agdite
fell down laughing once againWe played that game for at least 5 minutége both ended up on the floor
cuddling and having a great tim&hat was joy!

Another moment that brings me joy is when | watch Jason (3yrs) and Justin hugging and holding eact
other in the morningsThey lay in my bed or on the floor, whichever is most convenient, and snuggle with
each other.Justin will pat Jason's face or head and Jason will give his bidthey and hugs. I never would
have thought they'd be so affectionate. It is a simple thing, yet it brings me overwhelming joy.

While I was preparing what to write, I struggled at first to think of something that brought me joy. I
thought of the song lyrics that con. say "I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart - down in my heart
to stay." Ilaughed and realized that maybe my joy was too fardown in my heart, and I needed to let it resur-

tface and bubble over for at least a while. May you have a joyous season.

Margie Turner

Scripture: Eccleciastes 3:4-5

a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5atime to sca er stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain,

Prayer: When the joy bubbles to the surface of our days, help us to see it for the wonder it is in our lives.

We celebrate so many big events. Thank you for the li le moments. Amen.



December 29
RADIATE JOY

The day after I spoke with Elizabeth about writing on the topic of JOY for this booklet, I picked up
one of my devotionals and noticed the title for the day was “Radiate Joy.” It spoke of the Christian’s call to
not only rejoice, but to make your Joy known to all. Do I (we) radiate Joy? I must admit that oftentimes I do
not. Especially during a season of rushing here, going there, doing this and that — well, I just get harried,
definitely not joyful. Things don’t always work out as I planned and that can be frustrating. Somewhere I
read that the interruptions in the day you planned are in fact God’s plans for your day. The person on the
other end of that ringing phone may be calling because she needs a word of encouragement that only you
can give her. Listen to her needs and offer that uplifting word. Radiate Joy! Perhaps you know someone in
a nursing home, but you have put off going to see him because of your busy holiday cooking and shopping
schedule. The gift of time is a gift anyone can give. Why not take a homemade treat or a small holiday deco-
ration for his room and make time for a visit? Radiate Joy! The devotional said “men must see and know

your Joy, and seeing it, know without any doubt, that it springs from trust in God, from living with Him.”

Do not do things out Of obligation or resignation, but out of love, and you cannot help but “Radiate Joy”.

Linda Lindell

Scripture: Galatians 5:13 3 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to in-
dulge the sinful naturé; rather, serve one another humbly in love.

Prayer: As we look at the new year, and remember the opportunities we might overlooked in the past, we
™3S'0Z1¢7 21" 51Seele'Z1™5"e™ZEeel Z1'SYZ1 — 1210725281 VEtZ>Y21

You. Amen.



December 30
Joy Ties It All Together

What is joy, you say? Well, my perspective of joy is that it ties together with love and happiness.
For example, for me, when I think of joy these words come into my head: love, happiness, caring, etc. Oth-

er things that bring me joy and other people joy are when people complement me or make me something.

Something joyful that has happened to me was once when I went to church this lady came up to me

after the service and said I was “the pre iest child in the world that she’s ever met.”

Abby Bargainer

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

LIf I speak in human or angelic tonguggut do not have love, | am only a resounding gong or a clanging cyhiibal.
| have the gift of prophecy and can

Con.

fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but de hotdd am noth-
ing. 3If | give all | possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that | may baasip not have love, |
gain nothing.

Prayer: In this coming year, let us speak the truth, let us love with hope, and trust in You, to lead us in

the ways You want us to go.

Amen.



December 31
Joy is Now!

Laughing out loud, listening to other people’s stories, doing nice things for other people, seeing
someone be kind to another person spontaneously, singing along with the radio and making up your own
words because you can’t remember the lyrics, eating a cookie fresh out of the oven, hearing from a long lost
acquaintance, meeting someone special, falling in love, being present when a baby is baptized, teaching
people who are eager to learn, hearing a funny joke, doing the chicken dance at a wedding reception, look-
ing at old pictures, calling your mom with good news, finding out your child made the dean’s list, finishing
a project, picking out a gift for someone you love, ge ing a new box of crayons and starting a new coloring
book, ge ing a hug from someone you love, watching your dog chase its tail, reading a book that makes
you feel smarter, praying for someone and seeing their health improve, going out in the rain and remem-
bering you have a raincoat in the car, ge ing a compliment from a stranger, reading Gideon’s story and re-
alizing I am not the only one who wonders if God really knows who I am, throwing rocks in the river,
ge ing a funny email, learning a new trick, matching all the socks in a load of laundry, ge ing a new work
of art from a budding artist, seeing the smiling faces on my refrigerator, finding out a couple is expecting a

baby, Confirmation, these are things of joy.

We need to encourage people to be present in the now. People get so wrapped up in worrying
about the past, or fearing the future that they miss the joy of the small things. Live Now and let the Joy take

over.

Elizabeth Edmiston
Scripture: Ma hew 6:25-27

25 “Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your bduit,you will
wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than ckéthad? at the birds of the air;
they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Arenyoh nuaire valu-
able than they# Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to you##fe

Prayer: Today is the day, Lord, when I embrace the joy You have created for me. Give me the courage to
let go of my fear, forgive my grudges and appreciate the day. You are in control, not I. Teach me to let

You lead. Amen.

January 1

Opportunities Today

Traditional Worship 11:00

New Year’s Day Lunch following Worship



